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CHICAGO, ILLINOIS—When We Visit Jesus in Prison is an extensive guide for 
Catholic prison ministry by “Brother Dale” (as he is known to the inmates he 
serves), a current Catholic Correctional Chaplain for Florida’s Death Row. He is 
also responsible for ministry to long-term solitary confinement prisoners on be-
half of the Catholic bishops of Florida at Florida State Prison (Starke, Florida) and 
Union Correctional Institution (Raiford, Florida). This 554-page paperback book 
and e-book will be published in September 2016, and a free copy will be sent to 
every diocese in the country through a grant from the ACTA Foundation.

When We Visit Jesus in Prison combines Catholic Church teaching, the 
best in current sociological and psychological thinking on incarceration, and the 
reflections and stories of a trained and certified Catholic lay chaplain who has 
been doing prison ministry for over twenty years after leaving a successful career 
as a lawyer in the financial industry. Recinella is the recipient of the Holy Cross – 
Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice from Pope Francis, the highest papal honor a lay person 
can receive in the Catholic Church, presented to him by the Catholic Bishops of 
Florida (USA) in 2016.

Contents
Part I – The Framework for Prison Ministry
•	 Social Justice Framework of Credible and Responsible Prison Ministry
•	 Ecclesial Framework and Catechetical Practices of Credible 

and Responsible Prison Ministry
•	 Pastoral Framework of Credible and Responsible Prison Ministry
•	 Effective Pastoral Prison Ministry in a Pluralistic Setting
•	 Catholic Prison Ministry as Evangelization
•	 Spiritual, Communal, and Individual Practices to Avoid Burn-out

Part II – The General Pastoral Needs
•	 Current Theories on Why People Commit Crime
•	 Characteristics of Criminal Thinking
•	 Pastoral Needs of Inmates
•	 Pastoral Needs of Staff and Families of Inmates

Part III – Specific Pastoral Needs
•	 Pastoral Needs of Newly Arrived Inmates, Inmates Facing Long 

or Life Sentences, and Inmates Facing Serious Illness and/or Death
•	 Pastoral Needs of Inmates in Confinement
•	 Special Pastoral Needs of Women in Prison and of Inmates with Children
•	 Special Pastoral Needs of Inmates Dealing with Mental Illness

Part IV – Constraints that Affect Restorative Justice
•	 Economic Constraints Affecting Prison Ministry and Restorative Justice
•	 Religious Constraints Affecting Prison Ministry and Restorative Justice

Information and orders
When We Visit Jesus in Prison will be available from booksellers or from ACTA 
Publications. Visit www.actapublications.com or call ACTA at 800-397-2282. An 
ebook will also be available from online vendors on all platforms.



WASHINGTON (CNS)—Dale Recinella played 
the financing game like a fiddle, even working through 
Christmas one year to secure the complex arrange-
ments to finance a new stadium for football’s Miami 
Dolphins.

Yet he turned his back on the twin rushes of high 
pay and high power to minister to some of the most 
downtrodden: poor people with HIV and AIDS, and 
eventually prisoners on death row.

Recinella chronicled his journey in a new book, 
“Now I Walk on Death Row.” “The book is not so much 
about the death penalty than it is about seeking the an-
swer to the question: Did Jesus mean what he said?” Re-
cinella told Catholic News Service in a recent telephone 
interview from his job in northern Florida, where he 
works part time to support his wife and family.

One similarity to his high-flying corporate career: 
He’s got a window office. “And right outside are the 
garbage cans,” Recinella said with a laugh.

As a volunteer chaplain, he ministers on death 
row three days each week, all day Mondays at a death-
row prison in the Sunshine State and part of the day 
Wednesdays and some Saturdays. He gives religious 
education instruction Wednesday nights at Union 
Correctional Institution near Raiford, Fla.

“Wednesday, everybody goes to church at night 
except the Catholics,” Recinella said. He teaches in-
mates about “living Gospel values authentically in our 
lives and in situations we encounter day in and day out. 
We have 110 inmates.… They change over every year. 
It is an extremely valuable program. Those (in the pro-
gram) who are released have a much better chance of 
making it.”

Recinella, who has written the “Respect Life” col-
umn for the Florida Catholic string of diocesan news-
papers for the past 11 years, is now an opponent of 
the death penalty but had long been unaware of the 
inconsistency in his position on life issues.

“Even as a teenager and a college student, I was 
very active in right-to-life, but I also strongly support-

ed capital punishment,” he told CNS. “I had no clue 
that our bishops had already come out and asked us to 
stop using capital punishment, and I kind of stumbled 
into that awareness in the late 1980s and early ’90s.

“And through my church and through assisting the 
Florida Catholic Conference in Tallahassee by drafting 
some amicus briefs on death penalty cases, I came to 
understand the church’s teaching on the death penalty, 
so by the time I got to death row I had already changed 
my mind on the death penalty because of my faith.”

He added, “Reason dictates against this practice. 
So faith and reason come together.”

Recinella suggested life imprisonment without 
parole as an alternative to capital punishment. “What 
people do not realize is that, through politically moti-
vated expansions of the death penalty, we have plenty of 
people (on death row) who never intended to kill any-
one,” he said.

“All the studies show that life in prison without 
the possibility of parole is much cheaper than getting 
to an execution. The difference is who the money goes 
to. With life in prison, the money goes to corrections 
officers. With the death penalty, the money goes to 
lawyers on both sides. Correction officers’ uniforms are 
much cheaper than Brooks Brother suits.”

Recinella also stays on top of death penalty issues, 
including the Troy Davis case decided by the Supreme 
Court March 28, the day before the CNS interview. 
The high court rejected Davis’ final appeal for a chance 
to prove his innocence in the 1989 murder of a police 
officer in Savannah, Ga.

“One of the most startling issues in the Troy Da-
vis case is the question of whether or not innocence 
matters in the American death penalty,” Recinella said. 
“And the tension is between the desire for closure on 
cases, and the danger of executing the innocent.”

Recinella reflected on the seemingly sudden 
change in his career path. “My lawyerly training trained 
me to fix things,” he said. “What I learned in this jour-
ney is that my wife and my children did not want to 

so much to be fixed; they wanted to know that I cared 
for them. And that means time. I came to think that 
time means money, and one of the things that God has 
shaken me out of is that time is a gift, and time is the 
most precious gift I can give.”

The family, children included, discusses and prays 
over career, income and lifestyle changes until everyone 
is on board. Recinella and his wife, Susan, even spon-
sored one man he had ministered to in prison when he 
was released on parole after serving 25 years for mur-
der. The man, identified in the book only as “Kenny,” 
works as a sexton for a nondenominational ministry 
and is engaged to a woman he met since his release.

Recinella said his editor at Chosen Books, a Prot-
estant publisher, asked him to write “Now I Walk on 
Death Row,” but informed him most of its readers were 
“primarily non-Catholic Christians.… I’d like you to 
bring them along with you, but in a way that they will 
be very comfortable going along with you.”

“If this had been a Catholic publisher, I certainly 
would have spent more time on the role of daily Mass 
in our life when were going through those changes, 
(and) about the role of eucharistic adoration in which 
we included our children,” Recinella said.

He has used the title “Now I Walk on Death Row” 
for talks he has given over the years about his prison 
ministry. It has led to confusion as to whether Reci-
nella himself was—or is—a convict.

“A few years ago I was speaking at a ‘Theology on 
Tap’ on the death penalty for the Notre Dame Alumni 
Club in Orlando,” he said. “The posters were up and 
I went to the barkeep and I told him I was the fellow 
who was speaking, and he looked at me with absolute 
disdain and said, ‘I can’t believe they let somebody like 
you out to give talks.’ After we cleared it up, he was 
much warmer toward me.”
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Wall Street lawyer gave up finance for death-row chaplaincy
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